
       
 Parking, Open Space, Units and Heritage. 

 
Q 1. The Development Consent Authority (DCA) should 
strictly adhere to parking space numbers specified in the 
Planning Scheme. 
 

 
 
Q 2. Additional provision should be made in the planning 
scheme for accessible visitor parking. 
 

 
 
Q 3. There should be prescribed set areas of open space 
adjacent to new developments, on a scale, proportional to 
the number of dwellings proposed. 
 

 
 
Q 4. The NT Government should do more to preserve our 
heritage buildings and precincts using existing and 
strengthened legislation, providing some appropriate funding 
when necessary. 
 

 
Tall Buildings and Heights.  
 
Q 5. There should be more 30 storey buildings in the CBD. 
 

 
Q 6. Preferred Heights. 
 
1-8 storeys 
 

 
 

 9-16 storeys 
 

 
17-25 storeys 
 

 
 
26-30 storeys 
 

 
 
Q 7. Tall buildings should be located along the central spine 
of the CBD. 
 

 
 
Foreshores, Escarpments and Parks.  
 
Q 8.  New NT legislation should be made to prevent 
foreshores and beaches being privatised. 
 

 
 
Q 9.  The green escarpment and landmark headlands of 
Darwin Harbour, especially in and near the CBD should be 
protected from development and compromise, by reserved 
zonings within the Planning Scheme. 
 

 
 
Q 10.  Legal provision in the new Planning Scheme must 
ensure that community purpose land should remain 
unfenced, unless this would interfere with its specific 
function. In this case, controlled access should be provided. 

 

 Q 11. The legally protected open space recreation needs of 
the public must be planned for through the new Planning 
Scheme. 
 

 
 
House Lot Sizes, Amenity and Merit. 
 
Q 12. House lots must be at least 800 sq m, especially in the 
tropics 
 

 
 
Q 13. Cluster Dwellings.  More of such Multiple Dwelling 
Residential (MD) Zones would be useful in the suburbs. 
 

 
 
Q 14. Rural residential lots in Litchfield Shire and similar rural 
areas should have a minimum size of one hectare of 
“constraint free” land, to avoid seepage zones, and the 
adverse effects of seasonal inundation on building, basic 
services and health. 
 

 
 
Q 15. The DCA must be legally required to apply Clause 51 
(n) when the amenity of a locality is threatened by a 
development application. 
 

 
 
Q 16. The DCA should be barred from trading off quantifiable 
criteria against perceived merit. 
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 Appeals, DCA, Consultation, LUO’s and SU 

Zones. 
 
Q 17. The right of appeal should be extended to all persons 
affected by a decision. 
 

 
 
 
Q 18. There should be an independent public review of the 
DCA, and the legislation controlling it. 
 

 
 
Q 19. Inclusive public consultation is essential for effective 
planning in a democratic society, with open representative 
government. 
 

 
 
Q 20. The Land Use Objectives (LUO’s) System should be 
re-established legally and the DCA mandated to implement 
it. This would achieve a more certain planning framework 
with proper zoning, and binding LUO’s to protect precinct 
character. 
 

 
 
Q 21. The Specific Use Zone mechanism should not be used 
for planning large areas. It is no substitute for compliance 
with zonings established through the land use objectives 
process which should be re-established. 
 

 
 
Respondents by Age - years 

 
Respondents by Gender 

 
 
 
 

 Summary of Survey Results 
 
412 surveys were received. Responses were collected 
between May and July 2007 via email, website, local shows, 
markets and the Darwin Mall from residents of Central 
Darwin, Inner and Northern Suburbs, Palmerston and the 
Rural Area.  
 
Survey results show the respondents clearly prefer 1-8 
storey buildings (81%) and are opposed to more tall buildings 
being built in the CBD.   
 
        83% oppose more 30 storey buildings.  
        84% oppose 26-30 storeys.  
        82% oppose 17-25 storeys.  
        60% oppose 9-16 storeys 
 
Respondents clearly want: 
·  Parking provisions adhered to and visitor parking 

provided 
·  Proportional Open space for dense living 
·  Government support for heritage protection 
·  Foreshores, beaches, headlands and landmark 

escarpments to be publicly owned and protected 
·  Community purpose land to be unfenced 
·  Open public recreation space to be planned 
·  House lots to be at least 800 sq m 
·  More multiple dwellings Zones (up to 2 storeys) 
·  Rural Residential lots to be not less than 1 hectare 
·  Amenity to be honoured by the DCA 
·  The DCA to stop trading off planning controls for “Merit” 
·  The Right of Appeal to be extended to all persons 

affected 
·  A Review of the DCA and legislation controlling it 
·  Inclusive public consultation 
·  The Land Use Objectives (LUO’s) to be re-established 
·  Large areas planned using the LUO’s process and not 

the Specific Use Zone process. 
 
We thank you for participating. The results of the survey will 
be given to the NT Government as evidence of what the 
community sees as the best outcomes for future planning.  
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